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LAM is poised for another great year in 2015. We have 57 years of service to Marin 
in the books and we are constantly finding new ways to serve our clients and those 
hungry for legal education. The difference that we make both by teaching people 
their rights and exercising those rights can be mind-boggling. We positively impact 
individuals and families every day we are on the job.

In 2014, we settled a class action lawsuit impacting hundreds of low-income 
residents, we assisted employees to recapture wages and we helped families 
navigate the family court system. Over 2,000 households were served.

We know that for every $1,000 spent on free legal services for Marin residents, the 
community receives a minimum financial benefit of $7,000. LAM is a positive return 
on any donor investment.

We established new office hours in Marin City, we have a staff person coordinating 
the Marin Community Court, we hired a Director of Communications & Development 
and we leveraged volunteer contributions valued at more than $2.5 million.

2015 promises to bring even more impact for the whole community as we establish 
the new State Bar certified Marin Lawyer Referral Service (“MLRS”) so that every 
Marin resident can have guidance to identify an attorney that can help them in any 
legal matter. This will be the first time LAM is providing a service accessible to the 
whole community. 

Legal Aid of Marin’s mission is to provide access to 
the civil justice system, through quality legal services, 

encompassing practical solutions, to low-income, 
vulnerable and otherwise underserved residents  

of Marin County. 

L E G A L  A I D  O F  M A R I N

An asset for the community since 1958
Since 1958, LAM has helped low-income Marin County residents 

address critical legal issues directly affecting their homes, incomes, 
jobs and families. Our work protects and serves Marin’s most 

vulnerable residents by providing access to legal justice. We create 
economic and social impacts that help make Marin County a better 

place for everyone. 

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ’S  R E P O R T

O V E R V I E W

“A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.”

J A C K I E  R O B I N S O N

“Individuals exist beneath the surface. Legal Aid of Marin gives people  
not just a voice, but tangible help when they need it most.” 

J U D G E  R O Y  C H E R N U S

The Year in ReviewMission Statement

PAUL COHEN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Every Marin 
resident 
deserves 
financial, 
domestic 
and personal 
security.

Without legal 
representation, 
low-income families risk:

With representation 
by LAM, 
low-income families 
benefit from:

• Discrimination in Housing/Employment
• Foreclosure or Eviction
• Homelessness
• Family Disruption
• Domestic Violence
• Wage Theft
• Unhealthy Homes

B E N E F I T S  
T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Family stability and 
reduced need for 
public assistance

More stable work force 
for employers

Increased school 
attendance due to 
secure home life

Less strain on court 
resources (85% of 
people in Marin’s 
family court appeared 
initially without 
representation)

S O C I A L

Financial 
stability

$5.0+ 
    M I L L I O N

Wage claims and 
child support

Reliable 
housing

$3.0+
    M I L L I O N

Prevention of 
housing loss

More stable 
home life

$0.2 
    M I L L I O N

Prevention of 
domestic violence

E C O N O M I C

Longtime LAM volunteer attorney  
Laura Haley prepares a client for an 
appearance at Marin Community Court.

O V E R V I E W



M A R I N  CO M M U N I T Y  CO U R T 

Three Years of Success
The award-winning Marin Community Court continues to be the last bastion of 
hope for some of the most vulnerable members of our community. It started in 
2011 as a collaborative project between LAM, the Marin Superior Court and the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin County to help the homeless and those at 
risk of homelessness to clear up citations, turn lives around and get people back 
on their feet. The number of volunteers, participants and pro bono attorneys 
continues to grow—allowing the special court to blossom into a trusted and 
valued institution of its own.

E L D E R  L AW

Empowering Older 
Adults

To understand the difference LAM can 
make protecting the legal rights of 
Marin’s older adults, consider the story 
of Audrey McNamara Nevis.

As a pioneering flight attendant with 
Trans World Airlines, Audrey dedicated 
her life to serving and helping others. 
When she reached retirement, however, 
her trust was abused by predatory 
lenders. Her Lucas Valley home was 
refinanced 15 times. Without any family 
and facing homelessness at age 81, 
Audrey, pictured at right throughout 
her life, came to LAM for help.

LAM helped reach a settlement that 
secured housing for the remainder of 
Audrey’s life, restoring dignity and respect 
at a time when she needed it most.

INVESTING IN THE M ARIN COMMUNIT Y

2,985 hours of community service
completed by 114 participants

UNCLOGG ING THE COURT S YSTEM

10 court sessions
322 appearances

235 tickets zeroed out 
$125,000 saved by participants

SOCIAL IMPAC T

7 participants obtained veterans services
29 participants completed alternative sentence 

(sobriety programs, mental health care,  
veteran services, etc).

OLDE R ADULT L AW IMPAC T

30% of all LAM clients are 60 or older

18.9% of Marin residents are 65 or older –the 
fastest growing population in our county.

LAM provides nearly 2,000 hours of legal service 
to older adults each year helping them deal with 

elder abuse – physical, emotional or financial.

“Marin Community Court is reaching 
a population that is traditionally too 

intimidated to even think about going 
to court. Now, they’re coming to 

court on their own initiative and with 
expectations to solve their  

legal issues.”

M AURA PRENDIVILLE
L A M S EN I O R S TA F F AT TO R N E Y  
A N D P R OJ EC T CO -F O U N D ER

“I don’t know what I would have done 
without LAM. This organization truly 
is a treasure in our community and  
I am eternally grateful for all that 

LAM has done for me.”

AUDRE Y MCNA M ARA NE VIS
L A M S EN I O R C L I EN T

On the second Tuesday of each month, St. 
Vincent’s Dining Hall is transformed into 
an official Marin Superior Court thanks 
to volunteers like Retired Senior Superior 
Court Clerk Hoang Leclerc, Judge Beverly 
Wood and Bailiff Vince Simpson.

Audrey McNamara Nevis

P R O G R A M S



H O U S I N G  L AW

Keeping Marin’s Most Vulnerable  
Citizens in their Homes

Healthier homes, affordable housing, eviction prevention and access to code 
enforcement continue to be a big focus of LAM’s advocacy work. In July, in co-
counsel with the San Francisco firm of Sommers and Schwartz, LAM settled a 
case with the Marin Housing Authority over misallocated rent payments, fees and 
violations relating to eviction and grievance procedures. After two long years of 
litigation, more than 1,000 incorrect transactions were refunded to over 500 
Marin tenants – including Ariana Martinez (above), who was able to stay on track 
to reach her goal of becoming a physician’s assistant.

E M P LOYM E N T  L AW

Protecting Low-Wage Workers
LAM’s employment law team represents Marin’s workers in claims of wage theft, 
employment discrimination and wrongful termination. We give a full scope of 
representation for clients who could not otherwise afford an attorney, including 
low-wage janitorial, domestic and restaurant workers. Since 2012, LAM has 
partnered with the firms of Chavez & Gertler, Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian & 
Ho, and the Stanford Community Law Clinic on litigating a proposed class action 
suit against against the corporation that operates Ross Dress For Less, as well its 
prime contractor USM, Inc. Led by LAM’s Joanna Shalleck-Klein, nearly two years 
of litigation uncovered an elaborate subcontracting scheme showing how Ross 
and USM systematically underpaid hundreds of janitors throughout California. 
The case, Vasquez, et al v. USM , Inc., et al., is still active.

UNL AWFUL DE TAINE R SE T TLEME NT 
CONFE RE NCE IMPAC T

Initiated in 2011 to alleviate Marin’s  
fast-growing eviction rate

100% of unrepresented eviction litigants 
guaranteed attorney advocacy from LAM

85% of cases resolved to avoid trial  
and possible eviction

EMPLOYME NT L AW IMPAC T

LAM recovered more than $1.7 million in settlements 
and judgments on behalf of workers since 2011

103 clients served this year, including
44 wage claims

18 employee discrimination claims
41 other employment issues

“Without LAM, my 11-year-old 
daughter and I would be facing 

homelessness. We are grateful to have 
such an important legal resource as 

LAM in our community.” 

ARIANA M ARTINEZ
M A R I N M ED I C A L P R O F E S S I O N A L  

A N D M OT H ER

“Wage theft clients often come to 
LAM believing they have no rights. 
We tell them, ‘you did the work and 
you deserve to be paid.’ Educating  

our clients on their rights is the key.”

SANDRA ESQUIVIAS
S U P ER V I S I N G L EG A L A S S I S TA N T

Ariana Martinez
LAM employment team (from left to right) Joanna 
Shalleck-Klein, Ann Munene and Sandra Esquivias.

P R O G R A M S



Above and Beyond
Some cases can be too complex to fit into one particular program.  

To ensure that these cases do not fall between the cracks,  
LAM staffers often go above and beyond their areas of specialty.

FA MILY L AW IMPAC T

Provided family law counseling to  
100 low-income families in 2014

Assisted more than 60 families  
where head of household spoke little or no English

Resolved child custody for over 60 families

FA M I LY  L AW

Representing Families  
in Our Community

Among the multiple hundreds of cases that pass through LAM’s office each year, 
the most contentious can be in the emotional area of family law. Divorce, custody 
disputes, paternity cases, restraining orders— these issues can overwhelm a client 
with a feeling of helplessness and despair. “A mother came to LAM recently and 
said she wanted to ‘just give up’ because she was so intimidated by the family 
court system,” said LAM Staff Attorney Laurie Joyce. “After we assisted her to 
get the custody results she hoped for, she was so thankful. She had her first good 
night of sleep in a long time, and said she finally felt her children were safe.”

LOVELY NAKOOK A  suffered a 
childhood of neglect and abuse in foster 
care, ending up homeless at age 17.  
After 8 years on the Section 8 voucher 
waiting list, a pregnant Lovely came  
to LAM for help. 

LAM successfully appealed for her 
eligibility, securing housing benefits for 
Lovely just in time for the arrival of her 
newborn son. To celebrate, Senior  
Staff Attorney Maura Prendiville 
coordinated a baby shower in LAM’s 
offices, providing Lovely with baby toys 
and much-needed supplies.

IRM A V.  put her life on the line to 
extinguish a fire ignited in a neighbor’s 

unit at her apartment complex. After 
incurring medical expenses to treat her 
injuries, she asked the landlord for help. 

When the landlord stonewalled,  
LAM Staff Attorneys Maura Prendiville 
and Araceli Ontiveros-Venegas helped 

Irma file a small claims action against the 
landlord. The response was immediate. 

The landlord paid all of the client’s 
medical expenses and the issue was 

settled out of court. 

“Thank you LAM, for informing 
me of my rights and keeping my 

daughter in my life.” 

WILLIE D.
N OVATO FAT H ER A N D L A M C L I EN T 

M A I N TA I N ED S H A R ED CU S TO DY  
O F H I S C H I L D

LAM Staff Attorney Laurie Joyce Irma V.

Lovely Nakooka with her newborn son

P R O G R A M S



VO LU N T E E R S  A N D  P R O  B O N O  AT TO R N E Y S

Making a difference for the public good
LAM has a growing network of pro bono attorneys and community volunteers 
that has been a part of the organization since it was founded in 1958. 

LAM’s pro bono program is managed by Nancy Murphy, who for the past 28 years 
has partnered with hundreds of attorneys and dozens of law firms from Santa 
Rosa to Silicon Valley, helping an average of 500 clients each year. “We are able 
to help a lot of people, even if only a little bit,” said Murphy.

LEG AL SE RVICES

264 attorneys volunteered more than  
4,000 hours in 2013

COMMUNIT Y SE RVICES

98 non-attorneys volunteered more than 
5,000 hours in 2013

IN -KIND VALUE

2013 = $2,528,388
2012 = $2,270,358

Lauress Ackman
Maureen Alger
Ian Anderson
Jennifer Ani

Doug Armstrong
Ben Asch

Gordon Atkinson
Louis Barella

Matthew Z. Barrett
Adam Bentley
Luisa Bigornia

Teghan Binnings
Cory Birnberg

Debra Bogaards
Jean Bordon

Larry Bragman
Beth Brandes
Matt Briggs

Greg Brockbank
Mikhail Butenko
Matthew Buzzell
Marie D. Carrera

Karen Carrera
Charles Cathay

Jose Ceja
Timothy Chambers

Clyde Charlton
Renee Chernus
Alan Cherrigan

Steve Clark
Connor Cobean

Eda Cole
Nathaniel Cooper

Lloyd Cowell
Valeria Cuba

Codi Dada
Jasmine Davaloo

Aaron Davis
Aida De Valle

Vince DeMartini
Stuart Diamond

Stephanie Drenski
Pauline Edgemon

Robert Elam
Jennifer Ellis

Casey Epp
Cate Eranthe

Pauline Farmer-Koppenol
Lisa Fialco

Timothy Findley
Kadhine Fitz-Patrick

Michael Flynn
Jay Framson

Henry Froneberger
Jessica Garrett Swanson

Jonathan Gertler
Marlene Getchell
Andrew Giacomini

Matt Gluck
Patrice Goldman
Johanna Gomez
Sharon Green
Sandra Groven

Alison Gude
Joel Gumbiner

Stephen Gustavson
Laura Haley

Timothy Hamilton
Lauren Harriman
Robert Harrison
David Hellman
Neha Hemmad

Constantine Herdof
Jose Herrera

Bonnie Herzog
Fernando Hildago

Shirley Hochhausen
Debbie Holstedt
Martha Howard
Robert Ingram
Nerissa Irizarry
Michael Jacobs

Robert Jaret
George John
Laurie Joyce
Robert Kane

Jessica Karner
Phoebe Kasdin
Brent Kaspar

Catherine Kauffelt
Hannah Kecskes
Stewart Kellar

Ryan Kent
Steve Kesten
Paul Killion

Kelly Knudson
Iris Kolkush

Shelley Kramer
Eric Kruger

Alexandra Laks
Paulie Larsen

Jordan Lavinsky
Hoang LeClerc
Jacqueline Lee

Don Lesser
Phil Levin

Emily Levitan
Carl Lippenberger

Eliot Lippman
Michael Lopez
Scott Lueders

Jay Luther
Liwen Mah

Goli Mahdavi
Diana Maier

Russell Marne
Lori Mason

Chris McDermott
Rebecca McGuire
Patrick McMahon
Heather Meader

Elizabeth Merchant
Barbara Monty

Cathy Mosbrucker
Ann Munene

Arthur Murphy
Louis Napoli
Tim Nardell
Travis Neal

Phillip Neiman
Mary Nguyen

Lori Ocheltree
Kathryn Oliver

Charles Ostertag
Tim Peters

Mark Peters
Jeb Pickett

Sharon Pittman
Jessica Pliner

James Poindexter
Karen Poppy

Sangeeta Powaku
Wei Qun

Jennifer Raab
Gary Ragghianti
Anuar Ramirez

Robin Reasoner
Aarti Reddy

Joe Reich
Alexandria Reynolds
Jeannette Richards

Len Rifkind
Christopher Robinson

Maria Rodriguez
Carolyn Rosenblatt

Ryan Russell
Malcolm Ruthven

Mary Sackett
Robert Sammis

Michael Samuels
William Saul

Barrett Schaefer
Nestor Schnasse
William Schoen
Jeff Schoppert
Aurelia Schulz

Roberta Schwarz
Kristen Scott

Rena Sera
Javier Serrano
Brent Seymour

Neha Shah
Colleen Shaw
George Shea

Monique Sherman
Christina Sherman

Jeffrey Silver
Vince Simpson
Scott Slomiak

Phil Snell
Lisa Spann Maslow

Jeffrey Speno
Sander Stadtler

Eric Sternberger
Lisa Stockholm

Jeanne Stott
Larry Strick

Rebecca Sudtell
Linda Swanson

Neil Swartzberg
Dede Teeler

Cassady Toles
Stacy Turner

Celeste Vogler
Julia Wald
Sam Ware

Kristen Washburn
Steven Wasserman

David Weinsoff
David Weltin
Betsy White
Matt White

Debra Whitehouse
Harry Willis
Sara Wilson

Michael Winn
Kyle Wong

Mitchell Wunsh
Wendy Wyse

Michael Yongue
Natasha Zaslove

L EG A L  A I D  O F  M A R I N 
2 0 1 3  P R O  B O N O  AT TO R N E Y S  A N D  VO LU N T E E R S

Every effort was made to include all 2013 Pro Bono attorneys and volunteers.

“The law is complex and daunting 
enough even for lawyers, and altogether 
unwieldy for poor, marginalized families 
and individuals. Volunteering at LAM 
transforms the law for these people 

from a burden into something useful, 
powerful and above all, beneficial.”

CHARLES R. OSTERTAG
P R I N C I PA L O F A L A M ER E L AW  
& L A M P R O B O N O AT TO R N E Y

San Rafael-based attorney Matthew Briggs 
conferring with a Marin Community Court client

P E O P L E



Thank You 
Legal Aid of Marin Donors Fall 2013 – Fall 2014

F O U N DAT I O N S A N D G R A N TO R S   Alexander M. & June L. Maisin Foundation | The Isabel Allende Foundation | 
Bigglesworth Family Foundation | Burroughs & Freundberger | The State Bar of California | Fullerton Family Foundation 
| Peter E. Haas, Jr. Family Fund | Marin Community Foundation | County of Marin | Marin County Area Agency on 
Aging, Dept. of Health & Human Services | May & Stanley Smith Charitable Trust | The San Francisco Foundation | 
Singlestop USA, Inc.  I N D I V I D UA L S A N D CO R P O R AT I O N S Cynthia Abesa & Sean Hogle | Ackeret-Sheron LLP 
| Hon. Verna Adams | Katrina Alcorn | Nancy Altman | Terry Aman | American Academy Of Matrimonial Lawyers 
Symposium | Judy Anderson | Lori Andrus | Anonymous (15) | Victoria L. Argumedo | Travis & Christiane Armstrong | 
Arnold & Porter LLP | Sheila Ash | Judith Austin Brown | David Baer | Janice Baldwin | Bancroft & McAllister LLP | Bank 
of Marin | Wendy Bardsley | Michelle Barenbum | Michael Barnett | Lori Barra | Lawrence Baskin | Kyle Bates | Dominic 
Berardi | Law Office of Allan M. Berland | Iris Berman | Jeffry Bernstein | Amber Berry | Patricia Black Kelly & Brian Kelly 
| Law Office of Judith A. Bloomberg | Claudio Bluer | Bogie’s Restaurant | Jean & David Bordon | Hon. Terrence Boren 
| Sydne & Allan Bortel | Law Office of John Boudett | Nancy Boughey & Neal Simon | Shannon Boughn & Monika 
Gablowski | Diana & Wesley Braa | Law Office of Lawrence Bragman | Hon. Richard & Dottie Breiner | Elizabeth 
Brekhus & Jordan Lavinsky | Matthew Briggs | Tom Briody | Hon. Henry J & Mary Jo Broderick | Nadine & Paul Broude 
| Nancy Broude | Law Office of Judith A. Brown | Gloria Bruce | Peri Bun | Mary Jane Burke | Carol & Rory Campbell | 
Joan Capurro | David Casassa | Denise Castellucci | Hilda Castillo | Cecilia Castro-Garcia | Carol Ceresa & Melvin 
Matsumoto | Chavez & Gertler LLP | Hon. Roy Chernus | Law Office of Renee Chernus | Lorraine & John Chiatello | 
Houman Chitsaz | Wendy Coblentz | Carolyn Cohen |  Law Office of Eda J. Cole | Mediation Office of Kevin C. Coleman 
| Computer & Technology Resource Center | Amy Corbett | Jennifer Cowan | Adele Crawford | Katherine Crecelius & 
Mark Agnew | C. Royda Crosland | John Cuerva | Lisa Dal Gallo | Prof. Constance de la Vega | Cynthia de Nevers Trutner 
| Jake Dear | Robert Devine | Joshua Diamondstein | Doran & Associates | Charlie Davis Dresow | Drexler Estate Fund 
| Duane Morris LLP | Megan Dunn | The Edgemon Law Firm | Anne Ellis | Jennifer Ellis | Emison Hullverson LLP | 
Endurance Fund | Margery Entwisle | Casey Epp | Robert Epstein | Robert Erickson | Amy Eskin | Farella, Braun & Martel 
LLP | Janelle Fazackerly | John Feder | John Feeney | Lisa Fialco | Fireman’s Fund Insurance | Cathy Fischer | Erica Fong 
| Stacey & Daniel Freeman | Jonathan Frieman & Moira Brennan | Emiko Fujita | Ahtossa Fullerton | Alison & Ray Gallo 

Every effort was made to include all Lam donors for Fall 2013-Fall 2014.

| George Lucas Family Foundation | Jonathan Gertler | Susi & 
Andrew Giacomini | Law Office of Michael Glass | Bruce 
Godshall | Golden State Lumber, Inc. | Hon. Harvey Goldfine | 
Brian Goldman | Goldman Law Firm | Roslyn Goldstein | Felicia 
Goldstein & David Scharf | Martin Gonsalves | William Gordon | 
Jesse Gossett | Celia M. Graterol | Hon. Mary Grove | Gumbiner 
Law Associates | Hanson Bridgett LLP | Michael Harris | Jeremiah 
Harvey | Janet Hayward | Christopher Heffelfinger | Annette & 
Herbert Heller | Theodore & Janice Hellman Philanthropic Fund 
| Hemming Morse LLP | Thomas G. Hendricks | Henley 
Photography | Bill Heriot | William Hoehler | Jennifer & Miles 
Holden | Mary & James Holden | Hon. Serena Hong | Merton 
Howard | Riley Hurd | Aldo Ibarra | Richard J. Idell and Susan 
Kornblatt Idell Family Fund | Joseph Igelmund | Marion Irvine | 
JAMS The Resolution Experts | Andy Jennings | Allan Jergesen | 
Karen Jernstedt | Phyllis Jewell | Law Office of George H. John | 
Johnson & Miskel | Leslie Johnson | Mary Johnson | William 
Johnson | Robert Kane | Jessica Karner | Matthew Kauffman | 
Robert Kaufman & Idgi D’Andrea | Hanna Kecskes | Keegin 
Harrison Schoppert Smith & Karner LLP | Keker & Van Nest LLP 
| James Kennedy | Paul Killion | Supervisor Steve Kinsey | Richard Kinyon | Kirkland & Ellis Foundation | Peter A. 
Kleinbrodt | Christie & Jeff Kragel | Shelley Ann Kramer | Marshall Krause | Vicki & John Kryzanowski | N. Kuhlman | Sally 
Kuhlman | Minette Kwok Okimoto | Penelope Labourdette | Mae Lacourse | John Laettner | Charles Lambert | Michael 
Lateef | Law Office of Lawless & Lawless | Barbara Lee | Sarah Leger | Jonathan Leidy | Jonathan Leone | Marguerite 
Mary Leoni | David Lesnini | Law Office of Philip M. Levin | Law Office of Eliot M. Lippman | Judith Livant | Chris Locke 
& Star Kelton-Locke | Gail Lowenstein | Emmett Luty | Vinh Luu | Carl Macki | Niki Maguire | Donna Malliett | Renee 
Marcelle | Law Office of Russell Marne | Martin Information Systems | Kathleen Maylin | Theo McCaughey | Mary 
McCutcheon | John McGlynn | Brian McLaughlin | Dennis McQuaid | The Mechanics Bank | Larry Meredith | Eric Miller 
| Monty White LLP | Kimberly Moon | Melissa Morris & Mike Grobis | Morrison & Foerster Foundation | Moira Mulreany 
| Alexandra Mussallem | Mariko Nakanishi | Luis Navas | David Neagle | Shari & Robert Nemerovski | Northern California 
Mediation Center | Hon. Lynn O’Malley Taylor | Ellen & Peter Obstler | Jenny Ocon | Carie Olds | Kathryn Oliver | 
Monique Oliver | Marta Osterloh | Charles Ostertag | Allan Packer | Zoe Palitz & Brian Goldman | Max Peltz | Warren 
R. Perry | Thomas Peters | PG & E | Phillips Downs & Simontacchi LLP | Law Office of Marina Pineda-Kamariotis | Merri 
Pittman | Jessica Pliner | Lyle Poindexter | Sarah & James Poindexter | Edith Kelly Politis | Rebecca & Carlos Porrata | 
Eileen & Sean Prendiville | Maura Prendiville | Presidio Bank | Hilltop Foundation | Lee Pullen | C. Delos Putz | Mary Lou 
& Gary Ragghianti | Ragghianti Freitas LLP | Maria Ramos-Chertok | Ann Reading | Megan Reed | Veronica & Gary Reed 
Fund | Mark J. Rice | Bambi Riebesell | Rifkind Law Group | Peter Ritter | Theresa Rockas | Sterling Ross | Rotary Club 
of Tiburon Sunset | Irene Rothschild | Elizabeth Rottger | George Russell | Malcolm Ruthven | Mary Sackett | Suzanne 
Sadowsky | Robert Sammis | Michele Samuels | Sarah & Edward Sangster | Madeline Schaider | Scheer Law Group LLP 
| Michael Schmitz | Barbara & William Schoen | Monica & Richard Schoenberger | Marc Scholvinck | Janet Schonbrun | 
Christian Schreiber | Jessica Schroeder | Andrew Schwartz | Maurice Schwartz | Georgia & Gerald Scullion | Sean 
Scullion | Ethel Seiderman | Shartsis Friese LLP | Law Office of Colleen Shaw | George Shea | Law Office of Janet G. 
Sherwood | Silicon Valley Bank | Vince Simpson | Victoria Smirnoff | Tricia Smith | Ilene Snitkoff | Neil Sorensen | Sparkie 
& Joseph Spaeth | Law Office of Lisa Spann Maslow | Jerry Spolter | Ann Springgate | Sander Stadtler | Michael Stallman 
| Steve Stallman | Kathryn Stebner | Jennifer & Robert Sterling | Eric Sternberger | Steyer Lowenthal Boodrookas 
Alvarez & Smith LLP | Charles Stockholm | Lisa Stockholm | Strick Law Offices | Barbara & Larry Strick | Richard 
Stubblefield | Sutter Instruments | David Sutton | Law Office of Linda A. Swanson | Abby Tanem | Benjamin Tanner Fund 
| Richard T. Tarrant | Ben Tepfer | Gail Theller | Wendy Todd & Jason Watkins | Heidi Tomsky | Sushila Tribe | Rudi Tulipani 
| Sharon Turner | Umpqua Bank | The Upjohn Fund of San Francisco | Sonia Valdez | Caroline Van Alst & Steve Moore | 
Michael Van Zandt | Vasquez Estrada & Conway | William Veen | Julie Veit | Law Office of Nancy Veith | Delfin & 
Tiffany Vigil | Diana & Peter Vine | Walker Hamilton & Koenig | Law & Mediation Offices of Randy Wallace | Joseph 
Walsh | Phil Wang | Bianca Warren | Warren Law Offices | Wasacz Hilley & Fullerton LLP | Law Offices Of Steven 
J. Wasserman | Alison Watkins | Fred Weil | Law Office of Daryl Weinroth | Jon Welch | David & Kay Werdegar | 
Ashley Werner | Westamerica Bank | Kimberly Wilson | Mike Wolpert | Roberta Wombacher | Womens Club Of 
Marin | Ray Wong | Eileen Worthley | Supriya & Mitchell Wunsh | Megan & Timothy Yip | Helen Zebel

Isabel Allende, Willie C. Gordon 
and Ethel Seiderman (pictured here 
at LAM’s Tip Your Hat For Justice 
event) are among many loyal LAM 
supporters whose generosity makes 
a direct impact in our community.

Peter E. Haas, Jr. has been a supporter and champion 
of several LAM projects including the Marin Healthy 
Homes Project and the Marin Community Court.

P E O P L E



PAUL S. COHEN
E X EC U T I V E D I R EC TO R

JANICE BALDWIN
A DM I N I S T R ATO R

HORACIO DE LA VEGA
S TA F F AT TO R N E Y

SANDRA ESQUIVIAS
S U P ER V I S I N G L EG A L A S S I S TA N T

LAURIE JOYCE
S TA F F AT TO R N E Y

JENNY FINDEN-WATSON
COM M U N I T Y CO U RT CO O R D I N ATO R

ANN MUNENE
R A L P H S . A B A S C A L F EL LOW

NANCY MURPHY
P R O B O N O A N D VO LU N T EER M A N AG ER

ARACELI ONTIVEROS-VENEGAS
S TA F F AT TO R N E Y

MAURA PRENDIVILLE
S EN I O R S TA F F AT TO R N E Y

KENIA RIVERA
R EC EP T I O N I S T

JOANNA SHALLECK-KLEIN
S TA F F AT TO R N E Y

ROBERT STUPACK
D I R EC TO R O F F I N A N C E A N D A DM I N I S T R AT I O N

DELFIN VIGIL
D I R EC TO R O F CO M M U N I C AT I O N S  

A N D D E V ELO PM EN T

J O N AT H A N  G E R T L E R
PR E S I D ENT

C Y N T H I A  A B E S A

T R AV I S  A R M S T R O N G

D E B R A  B O G A A R D S

A N D R E W  G I A C O M I N I

PA U L  K I L L I O N

S A R A H  L É G E R

P H I L I P  M .  L E V I N

C H R I S T O P H E R  L O C K E

L I S A  S PA N N  M A S L O W

L U I S  N AVA S

LY L E  P O I N D E X T E R

L I S A  S T O C K H O L M

D AV I D  S U T T O N

A N G E L A  WA R R E N

WA R R E N  W E B S T E R

J E N N I F E R  E L L I S
S ECR E TA RY

D AV I D  C A S A S S A
TR E A SU R ER

Board of DirectorsStaff

R E T I R I N G

“There is no instruction book at the 
courthouse. What we do at LAM is obtain 

justice for those running the gauntlet 
we call the court system. LAM protects 
the dignity and legal rights of the most 

vulnerable, which improves and protects 
our entire community.”

 
JONATHAN GERTLER

 L A M B OA R D P R E S I D EN T

JAN BALDWIN  is retiring after 14 years as 
Administrator. Jan kept LAM moving forward 
with integrity, a commitment to excellence 
and an eye on the bottom line. She has been 
the go-to person for both professional and 
personal inquiries. 

LAM wishes Jan well as she retires to her art 
and other pursuits. Jan is beloved throughout 
the LAM family.

NE AL SIMON  created and supervised 
LAM’s social work program to support our 
work in Dependency Law. 

For more than 20 years, Neal trained and 
mentored dozens of social work students 
from San Francisco State and U.C. Berkeley. 
LAM benefitted from Neal’s expertise in the 
handling of multiple other cases involving 
clients in crisis. Neal will conitnue his work at 
Marin General Hospital and spend more time 
with his family.

Jonathan has been a LAM board 
member for more than 10 years, and 
was elected as the new LAM Board 

President beginning in 2014.

LAM Administrator Jan Baldwin

LAM Board President Jonathan GertlerNeal Simon and his wife Nancy
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Programs
Administration
Fundraising

Grants and Contracts*
Program Service Income**
Contributions
Special Event
Interest

I N C O M E 2012 2013

In-Kind Support/Volunteer Legal Services . . . . . . . . . . .$2,266,340 . . . . . .$2,528,225
Cash & Cash Equivalents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .820,6 1 7 . . . . . . . . .758,742
Investments/Reserves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .248,788 . . . . . . . . 222,960
Total Liabilities and Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,280,847 . . . . . . . 1,140,079

E X P E N S E S

Salaries, Payroll Taxes & Benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .784,7 10 . . . . . . . . .816,935
Other Operating Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .368,878 . . . . . . . . .418,534

CLIENTS SERVED 2013

New Cases Opened  1,641                       New & Ongoing Cases  2,086

Annual audit available upon request

*  LAM has not received any restricted federal funding since 2001. Government grants from the State of California 
represents less than 15 percent of all revenue.

** Program Service Income includes attorney’s fees, claims administration fees and grants/contracts that require regular 
report and invoice for reimbursement. Photography by Trevor Henley/Henley Photography and Delfin Vigil. Annual report design by Andrew Nimmo. 

E XPENSES 2013 INCOME 2013

TA X STATUS

Legal Aid of Marin is a 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions to Legal Aid of Marin are  
tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Tax Identification Number: 94-141 9330
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LAM’s beloved colleague Dede Teeler, who was the heart and soul 
of the Marin Community Court, passed away suddenly this Fall.

Dede joined the MCC team as a paralegal volunteer in June 2011, 
putting in thousands of hours of volunteer work. Her enthusiasm 

and involvement grew exponentially and she became the staff 
coordinator of the program. In the past 3 years, she helped 

hundreds of clients resolve their legal issues and access social 
services by walking them through the MCC process. 

Dede’s passion and enthusiasm for LAM and the MCC was 
unceasing, and she acted with patience and compassion even on 

our most difficult days. Without Dede’s extraordinary dedication, 
MCC would not have developed into the flourishing haven it has 

become for our clients. LAM staff and clients will dearly miss 
Dede’s calming presence. Rest in peace, Dede.

Dede Teeler   1 9 6 1 -2 0 1 4

Dede Teeler and LAM Executive Director Paul Cohen
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L E G A L A I D M A R I N . O R G

Above: Marin Community Court Clerk Hoang Leclerc, LAM Senior Staff Attorney Maura Prendiville  
with LAM Pro Bono Attorney Charles Ostertag, and LAM Staff Attorney Araceli Ontiveros-Venegas.
Front cover: Marin Community Court Bailiff Vince Simpson, LAM Pro Bono Attorneys Jessica Karner 

and Matthew Briggs (with client), and Judge Beverly Wood.


